Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to Present the Prince Mahidol Award 2019 (29/11/2019)

His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua has assigned Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to preside over the Presentation Ceremony of the Prince Mahidol
Award 2019, on 30 January 2020 at Chakri Maha Prasad Throne Hall, Bangkok.
The Prince Mahidol Laureates for 2019 in the field of Medicine is awarded to Professor Dr. Ralf F.W.
Bartenschlager from the Federal Republic of Germany.
Professor Dr. Ralf F.W. Bartenschlagers prominent work on the life cycle of hepatitis C virus (HCV)
provided basis for the development of effective, safe, and specific antivirals, called the DAA (Direct
Acting Antiviral), with a 95% success rate and minimal side effects, leading to the discovery of a cure
for hepatitis C, and consequently saved millions of lives worldwide.
The Prince Mahidol Award for 2019 in the field of Public Health is awarded to Professor David Mabey
from the United Kingdom.
Professor Mabey has studied trachoma, the most common eye infection leading to blindness
worldwide, for more than 30 years. Trachoma is caused by the bacterium Chlamydia trachomatis
which is responsible for the blindness or visual impairment of about 1.9 million people globally every
year. Infection spreads through personal contact and by flies that have been in contact with discharge
from the eyes or nose of an infected person, particularly in developing countries with inadequate
hygiene, crowded households, and inadequate access to water and sanitation. The continuous and
relentless efforts of Professor David Mabey to control and eliminate trachoma blindness has improved
the livelihood of millions of people throughout the world.
The Prince Mahidol Award Foundation under the Royal Patronage was established in commemoration
of the centenary of the birth of His Royal Highness Prince Mahidol of Songkla, on 1 January 1992.
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The Foundation annually confers two Prince Mahidol Awards upon individual(s) or institution(s), which
have demonstrated outstanding and exemplary contributions to the advancement of the worlds medical
and public health services.
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